Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 513

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  



Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #331
“Rejoice the Lord is King” 





Please be seated 

We will profess our faith using Heidelberg Catechism #1 
Heidelberg Catechism LD 19



Song of continued worship and Praise #138   “With Grateful Heart my thanks I bring!” 

We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer.

Please turn in your Bibles to our reading from Psalm 37

Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #338
“Day of Judgment! Day of Wonders!” 

Sermon Text:
2 Thess. 1:1-12
 
Sermon Title: 
“The Comfort of Judgment”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #335
“Christ is coming” 




 
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen


Doxology: #117

Evening Sermon: “The Comfort of Judgment?!”



Heidelberg #19
Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12  
Reading:   Psalm 37
Introduction:
 What is comfort? We can almost define it just by describing what is comforting! Children… what do you turn to when you want comfort? I know that many of you have favorite blankets or teddy bears or other stuffed animals that provide comfort. Some of you want to go to Mom or Dad. 






We find comfort in something, when it eases our stress, when we find peace or joy in it to such a degree that we relax and are able to rest. For many small children, you just can’t get much more comfort than sitting with your Mom/Dad with your favorite blanket and stuffed animal, while sucking your thumb – that is the essence of comfort!

But what about the rest of us?! In the wider community and culture of NZ – people find comfort in any number of things – like alcohol, sport, travel, or family/friends, or even in work!! What about you?


Now, in our circles – especially after using Heidelberg Catechism Q/A #1 for our confession of faith – we readily acknowledge that our only comfort in life and in Death is that we are not our own, but belong body and soul to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ… and all which that entails!


But tonight, we turn to the comfort of a specific element of Christ’s work and a specific promise of our redemption… We come specifically to Q/A #52 – and the Comfort that we gain from Christ returning to Judge the Living and the Dead… And that sounds awfully strange to us, doesn’t it?! How does judgment comfort? 









Well, that is what we will explore this evening! 

 (Review) Last week, we explored how Jesus’ Ascension benefits us. Christ literally did ascend into Heaven, but He left that He might send the Holy Spirit – the comforter to be with us and guide us! As Christians, Jesus has not left us alone! We have the Holy Spirit and He is equipping and empowering us to serve the Lord as we step out in faith to serve Christ!

But as we all know – serving Christ doesn’t always turn out a positive response! We know that people push back – there are negative reactions, there are even times when we are persecuted or slandered for doing the right thing for Christ! We live in a fallen world of pain where living for Christ can actually hurt! And it is in that context of an evil world of pain/suffering that we come full circle back to the topic and need for Comfort! 
We are given a rather strange comfort in our text and in the Catechism… The comfort of God’s Judgment: THEME: God Comforts His People in persecution with the Promise of Rest & Vindication when Christ returns.    
 We will explore this text in a different way than normal – noting three principles within the text. So, we will work our way through the passage, and as we reach these principles, we will highlight them: they are: 
I. The Honor of Persecution/Suffering

II. The Comforting Promise of Vindication
III. The Comforting Promise of Rest
Let’s get started with a little bit of background.

This is Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians… He wrote to correct an error that was circulating in their church – namely, that Christ had already returned. They were the first people to fall for a “Left Behind” series if you will… but Paul wrote to confirm that it was not possible for this to happen! He is writing to comfort them, because it would be horribly disturbing to be told that Christ had come and He didn’t come for you.






 If you believed that message, it would shake you to the core of your faith, wouldn’t it?!

Well, Paul doesn’t want the Thessalonians to be shaken like that … and so, he began his letter reaffirming that they were the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father AND the Lord Jesus Christ… And in vs. 3 – 4 Paul reassures them that he has been bragging on them for their endurance and steadfastness in the faith despite the persecution and difficulties which they faced! 

That is Paul’s arm of encouragement if you will – “Hey Guys, you are true Christians, you are good examples even, and we are bragging about you amongst all the other churches of our God! Be encouraged despite the trouble!”

And that serves as the segway/introduction into our text and into the main encouragements of the letter. Paul first gives them the comfort of God through these two promises which will be kept when Christ ACTUALLY does come… and then in Chapter two He corrects the false alarm about Christ more specifically. 
But Our focus is narrowly vs.5-10… where we see the two comforting promises of what will happen when Christ actually does return! 

Look at Vs. 5 – READ
pick up at end of vs.4 to explain “THIS”

Persecutions/Afflictions READ
We have to stop there at vs.5 and unpack that for a moment. Here are these Christians who have been persecuted and suffering afflictions, and Paul’s first comfort to them is this: “Your sufferings are a token/evidence of God’s RIGHTEOUS Judgment concerning you – that you are worthy of God’s Kingdom for which you are suffering!”
Now, right off the bat – THAT SOUNDS WEIRD to us! Here is a person in pain, and you say, “Isn’t this great? God is deeming you worthy of His Kingdom – get excited about this brothers – the fact that you are suffering persecution is evidence of God’s righteous decree about you as His children!!” 
IF I… as your pastor… said that to one of you suffering persecution at work – you would think I was nuts! You would say, “You are a horrible pastor! You don’t understand my pain or my situation – how can I get excited?!” 




And that would be a pretty natural response – but a wrong one all the same!

How could Paul speak like this? Remember what the Apostles did in Acts 5 after they were beaten for preaching Christ? Do you remember? They rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name of Christ! And so as weird as it seems, this encouragement of Paul is RIGHT!! It is GOD’S Way of encouragement to go to a person suffering attacks at work or school because they are a Christian and say: “This is good! Be encouraged, this is a sign of God’s righteous decree that you are HIS child and you are worthy to suffer for His name!” 

And what I find interesting is that we read about that joy of the Apostles in Acts 5 – because where was the Apostle Paul at that point? Still a Pharisee & a member of that group which ordered them to be flogged! It was chapters 7 & 8 where Paul began to be involved in the arrest/murder of Christians! Paul saw persecution from both sides (the abuser and the abused) and He said with the inspiration of God’s Spirit – “Be encouraged and rejoice when you suffer for God’s name – it is a sign of favor that you are worthy to suffer for Christ!”

Now, WHY do I belabor that point? Because suffering and persecution will come! 







If not on the governmental level it will come in the family/co-worker level… when you are faithful it will come! And when it does – you need to know (AND I NEED TO KNOW) That it is a good thing – a token – an evidence of GOD’S RIGHTEOUS Decree!
THIS IS WHERE WE SEE THIS FIRST PRINCIPLE – The Honor of Persecution/Suffering

Persecution is not an evidence of God napping on the job – nor is it a sign of God’s weakness! RATHER: It is a sign of God’s favor and a demonstration of His power! For God’s strength is made perfect in your weakness – and the most powerful miracles of God are evident when Christians love their enemies in the face of persecution – not fighting back word for word and insult for insult – but returning gifts for curses, service for attack, and love in return for hatred! That is when we most picture the Gospel of Jesus Christ who came to live, die and rise again in the place of His sinful/rebellious enemies!! And what an amazing and wonderful thing it is to be chosen to be a picture of Christ suffering while serving/saving His enemies! 

Think of it this way – If there was to be a huge play about the most influential people in NZ history and it was to be played out on a massive stage for the whole community… How would you feel to be asked to act the part of THE most important person in NZ history?! (Marsden, Rutherford, modern: Queen, PM, Richie McCaw) I don’t know who that would be… but if you were chosen to represent for a most important person – would that be an insult or an honor? An honor of Course?! How much more should you feel that way when you are given the opportunity to suffer as a Christian and respond with a humble loving Christ-like attitude – to PICTURE Christ in addition to Speaking for Christ! What a noble reward, what a mark of your worth to God –that He would count you worthy to illustrate or act out the part of Jesus Christ! 
Such sacrificial service is like Heavenly Sanctioned Passion Movies! Most if not all Passion of the Christ movies are not faithful and I believe the Bible teaches that they do not please God! But when you live out the faith, and suffer for Christ – that is a God sanctioned personalized Passion movie in everyday life! And that is both an honor & pleasing to God! 

Having said that though… it would still be hard! It will still be a massive challenge to find reasons for joy in the midst of that suffering. So, in what do you find hope? What fuels that love for your enemies? What is your comfort? 




Keep reading in the text – vs.5-7 READ

God is righteous in counting you worthy of demonstrating Christ through Persecution… But God is ALSO Righteous in that He considers it Just to repay the persecutors with justice and to give His people rest when Christ returns. I love those two aspects… those two comforting promises:  
The First is The Comforting Promise of Vindication 


It is just and good for God to destroy the wicked! I love the translation of the NAS/ESV – they capture the wordplay from the Greek: God will repay with affliction those who afflict you! 
The description here is so powerful! 
READ vs.7B-9

WOW! That is a terrifying vengeance for the wicked! But a comforting message for you and me! The wicked won’t get away with it! What a comfort this passage would be for our brothers and sisters in Iraq and Syria being killed by Isis – God will make them pay! His Justice and vengeance will come and Justice will be accomplished! And it will be fearsome! And that is not all – there are two categories/reasons for this vengeance:
1) It is inflicted on those who do not know God (ie every person who ever lived in ignorance of God)

Sadly… some of you here this evening might fall into that category… I hope you will not stay there in unbelief! 
2) Second Reason: God’s vengeance is inflicted on those who HAVE been told of God and yet rejected Him (they haven’t obeyed the Gospel)

Sometimes people argue that distant tribes who have never heard of God will go to heaven – no, they won’t. If they don’t look to God in faith through Jesus Christ – they will be destroyed! And that Fact is important so that you will understand the need for missions and evangelism!


And God’s Judgment consists of two parts as well!

1) They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction

2) They will be shut out from the Presence of the Lord, and the glory of His might

Which is worse? To miss out on life/glory of God or to receive His wrath and destruction – Both are horrible! 

Consider something… to have the opportunity to come into God’s presence/ and yet to miss out and live an eternal life on this earth as we are living now – that would be a type of Hell! 

But to go to the literal Hell – is infinitely worse – not only would you miss out on the infinite heights of joy in God’s presences, but you would have to endure the infinite depths of God’s wrath/justice! FOREVER!!

But that highlights the contrast from which we will receive so much comfort and joy on that day!



For instead of being in the depths of Hell as we deserve –  Christians will be elevated to the infinite heights of joy in the presence of God and His angels and all men made perfect forevermore!! What bliss!

And in that I believe we see the comfort of the second promise: The Comforting Promise of Rest

WE will not suffer anymore when Christ returns. He will vindicate and destroy those who have attacked and persecuted us – and the reversal of positions will be infinite! Those in power attacking the Church will be plunged to utter darkness, and those locked in prisons and beaten/afflicted for the faith will be elevated to complete rest/peace and joy in the presence of the ALMIGHTY God! 
READ vs.9-10

We will be there to see Christ glorified in His saints - which we know from Phil.3:21 means we will be made like him in his glorified state!! We will be able to marvel at Him and see Him as He is and worship him face to face!!!

In this way, Paul gives us essentially the same comfort highlighted for us by Heidelberg Catechism #52:


What comfort is it to you that Christ will come to Judge the living and the dead?!




In all my sorrow and persecution, I lift up my head and eagerly await as judge from Heaven, the VERY same person who before has submitted Himself to the judgment of God for my sake, and has removed all the curse from me!



HE will cast all His and my enemies into everlasting condemnation, but he will take me and all His chosen ones to Himself into Heavenly Joy and Glory!  


The comfort is in the contrast… the reversal… the justice!

What a wonderful motivation and encouragement to remain true and faithful to our Lord – even in the face of persecution… For He will make it worth it – and JUSTICE will be done! 











… To the Glory of God and the eternal good of YOU = His people! 









AMEN.
